Last Mum of the Season
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hrysantiromam pacificam is such an

urassuming little plant that you might fail
to notice # &t all for much of the gardening
seasan. b has litle in common with ather garden
mumsz, wwhich tend to ke tall, colarful, and
flariferous, Instead, C. paeificym measures inat a
compact eight ta twelve inches tall. t has tiny,
hutton-like blooms that somewhst resemble
ageratums in form, though they're bright gold in
color. And it's not going to stop traffic, that's for
sure. In general, would say that ©. pacificam
has twwo big things going for it gorgeous foliage
and late-zeazon bloom.

Ithink ©. pacificarm has a certain appeal 1o
gardeners who make a game out of extending the
seasan of bloom for as long as possible. So t's
not & showey plant —who cares? Az long as there
are floveers in your vard, you feel ke vou're
winning the game . In fact, G paeificurn blooms so late inthe season that at the northern end of its range, or in
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very frosty autumns, it might never make it into bloom. (OF so I've heard — t's a relisble bloomer in Georgia,
wehere | live)

Fortunately, C. pacificam (which taxonomists have recertly reclazsified as
Afaniz pacifica though the name hasnt caught on yet) has really grest,
evergreen foliage. The leaves are grayish-green, with a silvery-white margin
around the lobed edges. Visually, the plants have the texture and weight of
pachysandra (though they're not as shade tolerant). Since #t spreads by
underground rhizomes, it can make a good, dense groundcover for & mostly
sunny spot. t's reported to be hardy in zones 5109,

The one drawhack to C. paciicamis that it can be hard to find in commercial
nurseries. You'l find mail order sources listed here. Remember, you don't bave Fhota: Flickr
tocbuy much, because it spreads over time . And alvways with "passalong
plants" like thiz one, if you see it in & friend's garden, just ask far a piece.
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